
Armed Forces Commissioner Bill 

RUNNING LIST OF ALL 

AMENDMENTS ON REPORT 

Tabled up to and including 

3 April 2025 
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Clause 1 

BARONESS SMITH OF NEWNHAM 

★_ Clause 1, page 2, line 2, at end insert— 

“(5A) The Commissioner must— 
(a) uphold and give due regard to the principles and commitments of 

the Armed Forces Covenant when carrying out its functions; 
(b) monitor and report on compliance with the principles and 

commitments of the Armed Forces Covenant in all areas of its 
responsibility.” 

Member's explanatory statement 
This amendment would require the Commissioner to uphold and abide by the principles of the 
Armed Forces Covenant when carrying out its functions. 

After Clause 1 

BARONESS SMITH OF NEWNHAM 

★_ After Clause 1, insert the following new Clause— 

“Use of the Commissioner 

(1) An individual engaging in any element of the recruitment process, but not before 
attendance at an assessment centre, must have access to the Commissioner for its 
intended purposes. 

(2) Subsection (1) includes individuals which have— 
(a) engaged in the medical process; 
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(b) engaged in any physical or cognitive assessment; 
(c) fulfilled an overnight stay requirement; 
(d) engaged in training.” 

Member's explanatory statement 
This amendment would allow individuals who have engaged in the armed forces recruitment 
process including and following attendance at an assessment centre to have access to the functions 
of the Armed Forces Commissioner. 

After Clause 4 

BARONESS SMITH OF NEWNHAM 

★_ After Clause 4, insert the following new Clause— 

“Relevant family members 

(1) A person is a “relevant family member” for the purposes of section 365AA and 
section 340IA of the Armed Forces Act 2006 where, in relation to a person subject 
to service law (A), the person is any of the following— 

(a) A’s spouse or civil partner; 
(b) a child of A or of A’s spouse or civil partner; 
(c) a person whose child is A; 
(d) a brother or sister, or step-brother or step-sister of A; 
(e) a relative of A or of A’s spouse or civil partner where the relative is one 

of the following— 
(i) a member of A’s household, 

(ii) wholly or mainly financially dependent on A or A’s spouse or civil 
partner, or 

(iii) someone for whom A or A’s spouse or civil partner has assumed 
regular and substantial caring responsibilities; 

(f) where A is deceased, anyone who was a relevant family member of A 
under paragraphs (a) to (e) immediately before A’s death. 

(2) In this section— 
“child” means a person (C) who meets one or more of the following conditions 

in relation to another person (P)— 
(a) P is the parent or step-parent of C; 
(b) P has or had parental responsibility for C within the meaning of 

section 3 of the Children Act 1989; 
(c) C, while under the age of 18 years, is or was— 

(i) wholly or mainly financially dependent on P, or 
(ii) someone for whom P has or had assumed regular and 

substantial caring responsibilities. 
“relative” in relation to A or A’s spouse or civil partner, means any of the 

following— 
(a) a parent or step-parent of A’s spouse or civil partner; 
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(b) a grandparent, step-grandparent, great grand-parent, 
step-great-grandparent, grandchild, step-grandchild, 
great-grandchild or step-great-grandchild of A or of A’s spouse or 
civil partner; 

(c) the brother or sister, or step-brother or step-sister of A’s spouse or 
civil partner; 

(d) the uncle, great uncle, aunt, great-aunt, niece, great-niece, nephew, 
great-nephew, or first cousin (including by marriage or civil 
partnership) of A or of A’s spouse or civil partner. 

(3) For the purposes of this Section, references to A’s spouse or civil partner includes— 
(a) a person whose relationship with A is akin to a relationship between 

spouses or civil partners; 
(b) a former spouse of civil partner of a person whose relationship with A 

was formerly akin to a relationship between spouses or civil partners. 

(4) For the purposes of paragraph (1)(e), references to a person being a member of 
A’s household includes references to a person who would be living in the same 
household as A but for the fact that A is temporarily living at another address for 
service reasons.” 

Member's explanatory statement 
This amendment specifies those persons who are relevant family members of persons subject to 
service law for the purposes of section 365AA and section 340IA of the Armed Forces Act 2006. 
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