Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency Bill

AMENDMENT
TO BE MOVED
IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE

After Clause 187

BARONESS KRAMER

Insert the following new Clause —

“Whistleblowing: economic crime

(1)

(2)

(4)

HL Bill 96(d)

Whistleblowing is defined for the purposes of this section as any disclosure of
information suggesting that, in the reasonable opinion of the whistleblower, an
economic crime —

(@) has occurred,

(b) is occurring, or

(c) islikely to occur.
The Secretary of State must by regulations made by statutory instrument,
within the period of 12 months beginning with the day on which this Act is

passed, set up a body corporate, to be known as the Office for Whistleblowers,
to receive reports of whistleblowing as defined in subsection (1).

Regulations under subsection (2) may not be made unless a draft of the
statutory instrument containing them has been laid before, and approved by,
each House of Parliament.

The Office for Whistleblowers must —

(@) protect whistleblowers from detriment resulting from their
whistleblowing,

(b) ensure that disclosures by whistleblowers are investigated, and
(c) escalate information and evidence of wrongdoing outside of its remit to
such other appropriate authority as the regulations may provide or
otherwise as the Office may determine.
The objectives of the Office for Whistleblowers are —

(@) to encourage and support whistleblowers to make whistleblowing
reports,

(b) to provide an independent, confidential and safe environment for
making and receiving whistleblowing information,

(c) to provide information and advice on whistleblowing, and
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(d) to act on evidence of detriment to the whistleblower according to such
guidance as may be set out by the Secretary of State in the regulations.

(6) The Office for Whistleblowers must report annually to Parliament on the
exercise of its duties, objectives and functions.”

Member’s explanatory statement
This amendment would require the Secretary of State to set up an Office for Whistleblowers to
receive reports of whistleblowing in relation to economic crime.
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