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1. MR STANTON:  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  It’s 11.30 and that’s the time for the examination to begin.  Welcome.  Can I first state for the record why we are here today.
2. On 24 February, we, the Examiners, found the High Speed Rail (Crewe to Manchester) Bill to be hybrid.  As a result, the private business Standing Orders of the two Houses apply to the Bill and we proceeded on that occasion to examine the Bill against the relevant Standing Orders.  
3. Now an additional provision which would make amendments to the Bill has been deposited and the purpose of this meeting is to examine that additional provision and decide whether the private business Standing Orders have been complied with.
4. Before we get to the substance, I and my fellow Examiner will introduce ourselves.  We are impartial officials of the two Houses.  I am Christopher Stanton, Clerk of Bills in the House of Commons.

5. MR DIAMOND:  Good morning, I am Ché Diamond, Assistant Counsel to the Chairman of Committees in the House of Lords.

6. MR STANTON:  Thank you, Ché.  Can I now ask Mr Irving who is agent for the Bill and for the promoters to introduce himself and then introduce others who may be speaking during the meeting this morning, or ask them to introduce themselves?  Thank you.
7. MR IRVING:  Thank you.  Good morning, my name is Paul Irving and I appear as the agent for the Bill and the amendments.  
8. MR O’CONNOR:  I’m James O’Connor from Eversheds Sutherland, part of the parliamentary agents team for the Bill and the AP amendments.  
9. MR PANCHMATIA:  I’m Nayan Panchmatia.  I’m in the land referencing team at HS2.

10. MR ZDROJEWSKI:  Przemek Zdrojewski, associate director within WSP, section manager on the SLS contract.
11. MS THOMAS:  I’m Claire Thomas, head of parliamentary management at HS2 Ltd.
12. MR MILLER:  I’m Peter Miller; I’m the environment and town planning director at HS2.
13. MR AANENSEN:  Mark Aanensen, parliamentary clerk, Winckworth Sherwood.
14. MR WHITE:  Darren White, Eversheds Sutherland, parliamentary clerk.
15. MR STANTON:  Thank you all very much indeed.  For the purposes of this examination, the Standing Orders in question are private business Standing Orders 4 to 59 in the two Houses and Standing Order 83A in the Lords and Standing Order 224A in the Commons.  

16. We will look at each Standing Order in turn and invite the agents and promoters to prove compliance with it.  We shall then confer in private at the end of the examination and return to public session with our final view on compliance.  We will then make a report to the two Houses.

17. Can I finally say that these proceedings are being webcast and a transcript of the proceedings today will be published in the coming days on the parliamentary website under the Bill page of that website.
18. If we’re all ready, can I invite Mr Irving to start with the proofs?  Thank you very much.

19. MR IRVING:  Thank you.  Mr Aanensen, could you hand in the newspapers, please?  Mr O’Connor, do you prove that each notice contains a concise summary of the purposes of the amendments to the Bill?
20. MR O’CONNOR:  I do.

21. MR IRVING:  Do you also prove that each notice states that, on the date specified in the notice, a copy of the amendments and the Bill may be inspected and copies obtained at a reasonable price at the locations specified in pages 1 to 3 of the proof?
22. MR O’CONNOR:  I do. 

23. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that these are the offices in each of the unitary districts in which works to which Standing Order 27 applies are to be constructed or lands or rights to use lands are to be compulsorily acquired under the amendments to the Bill?
24. MR O’CONNOR:  I do.
25. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that each notice also states the time within which objections may be made by submission of a petition to the Office of the Clerk of the Parliaments or the Private Bill Office of the House of Commons and where information regarding submission of the petitions may be obtained?
26. MR O’CONNOR:  I do.

27. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that each notice is headed by the short title of the Bill and is subscribed with the names of the persons responsible for the publication of the notice?
28. MR O’CONNOR:  I do.

29. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
30. MR STANTON:  Thank you.  Just as a housekeeping point, if you’re able to pause briefly at the end of each Standing Order in case there are questions from the Examiners, that would be helpful.  But I think in this case, given they are associated with each other, could we perhaps take 4A next and then we might have some questions that cover both of them?  Thank you.
31. MR IRVING:  Yes, certainly.  Ms Thomas, do you prove that copies of the amendments and the Bill were made available in the manner and at the offices required by Standing Order 4A?
32. MS THOMAS:  I do.

33. MR IRVING:  I think you will have seen a note containing the details of the mystery shopper exercise about deposit of the documents.
34. MR STANTON:  Yes, we’ll come to that in a moment.  Would you like to finish 4A?  Then we might ask some questions arising from that and one or two other things as well.  Thank you.
35. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.  
36. MR STANTON:  Thank you very much.  So under Standing Order 4, you say that the material was available for inspection at these places and at your London office, and obtainable at a reasonable price.  Can I ask what the reasonable price, if any, was?  
37. MR IRVING:  Can I ask Ms Thomas to do that?
38. MS THOMAS:  Yes.  Each individual item that made up the additional provision has its own price.  For example, a volume of the plans and sections, A3 size, is £14.  A copy of the non-technical summary is £3.50.  Just one other example: if people wanted to purchase a community area report, that would be £4.

39. MR STANTON:  Okay, and how much were the amendments themselves?
40. MS THOMAS:  We don’t charge.  

41. MR STANTON:  You don’t, okay, so the AP itself is free.  Okay, thank you very much indeed.  Can I ask how these prices were set?
42. MS THOMAS:  The prices are set based on the number of pages within each document, and obviously we had an online shopping and pricelist for the Bill documentation as well so that was used as our guiding point.
43. MR STANTON:  Right, okay, and are they in some way related to the cost of production of the documents?
44. MS THOMAS:  Yes, so the cost of production, cost of printing, how much colour is in the documents, for example, all contribute to the cost.
45. MR STANTON:  Thanks very much indeed.  That’s helpful.  Thank you for handing in the physical copies of the notices.  That’s a complete list, I think, isn’t it, in physical form?  That’s helpful.  Thank you very much.

46.  You mentioned the mystery shopper exercise.  Can we have a look at the paper you sent about the mystery shopper exercise where you went, in pretty much every case  I think, on two occasions to the location to check whether they were indeed obtainable to view.  There’s a couple of places where that wasn’t always the case so we’ll come to that in a moment.  Generally, you were doing them about the 20th, 21st, early 20s of July and then sometimes a week or two weeks later, and you said that the heat emergency prevented you doing it a little bit earlier than that.  

47. Do say anything else about the mystery shopper exercise you wish, but can we turn first to the Beswick Library where you said it was temporarily closed for, it looks like three working weeks to me, from 25 July to 15 August?  You went back in the middle of August and the material was still available.  Why was it closed?  Do you know?

48. MS THOMAS:  We think it was just for maintenance work.  Our mystery shoppers were the ones that actually told us about the closure because there was a notice on the door when they went to do their first visit.
49. MR STANTON:  Okay.  You presumably arranged to have this place distributed to in advance and you weren’t aware of that at the time.
50. MS THOMAS:  No, it was delivered on 7 July and it was available up until it closed on 25 July.  When we went back to visit when it reopened, the material was still there for inspection but they didn’t tell us that they had a planned closure.

51. MR STANTON:  Right, and by the time they’d re-opened, the petitioning time at least had finished for the additional provision because the petitioning time was up to 9 August, wasn’t it?  So the material there was available from – was it from 13 July, sorry?

52. MS THOMAS:  It was delivered on 7 July but the notices say that it would be available from the 13th.
53. MR STANTON:  Yes, okay.  So it was really only available from the 13th to before the 25th, and 23 July it was available; that’s right, is it?
54. MS THOMAS:  Yes.

55. MR STANTON:  Okay.  Ché, is there anything else you wanted to find out on that one?
56. MR DIAMOND:  No.
57. MR STANTON:  Was there any arrangement made for visitors to the library to know where else to go to get things?
58. MS THOMAS:  At the library itself, we understand that there weren’t any directions for members of the public.  We looked online at their website and there were no other directions apart from just telling people that it was closed.  The nearest library to Beswick Library is Longsight Library and Learning Centre, which is approximately two miles away, and that did have the material available.
59. MR STANTON:  Two miles away, okay, thank you. Can you tell us a bit more about the mystery shopper exercise, who does it on your behalf and what the ground rules are for it, please?
60. MS THOMAS:  Absolutely, so our contractors, our land referencers, go out and do the mystery shopper exercise for us.  We send them a brief and a schedule, so we set them the dates that we would like them to go and visit, and give them a list of the places that we’d like to visit, which is essentially the deposit locations.  They have to go into the location and either look around to see if the material is obviously there on display or, if not, they will ask to see it.

61. MR STANTON:  Okay, and in this case, presumably they went along – I don't know if they tried to go while it was closed.
62. MS THOMAS:  No, I think because when they went on 23 July, they saw the notice to say it was going to be closed on the 25th.
63. MR STANTON:  Okay, do they report back to you in that circumstance that this is going to be a problem?
64. MS THOMAS:  We didn’t get the report until possibly a week after they had done that, when all of the findings had been collated.
65. MR STANTON:  Okay, and did you do anything about it when you got that report?
66. MS THOMAS:  No, we just made our helpdesk aware, if anybody was to call up with a query, where to direct people to and obviously to make people aware that they could get information on GOV.UK.
67. MR STANTON:  Did you change anything on your internet presence to do that?
68. MS THOMAS:  We didn’t this time around, just because it was a short closure.

69. MR STANTON:  Okay, thank you.  Anything else on that location?  Okay.  
70. The other location which you draw attention to, thank you, is the Miles Platting Community Library where the comment is, ‘No documents available.  Unaware if they had been delivered’.  Not available on 28 July either, 23 July being the first visit, but the library directed the mystery shopper to Newton Heath Library.  ‘Material re-sent to Miles Platting Community Library’, I assume.  Newton Heath is about two miles away, I think, isn’t it?  So it would take about 40 minutes’ walk or 20 minutes on the bus or something.  Is there anything more you know about how this one didn’t work?

71. MS THOMAS:  I think it was a case of they couldn’t find the documents, where they had been delivered, because I think they had been delivered to – there was a reception area outside of the library which is inside the community centre, and we had a proof of delivery and we had a signature, but they just couldn’t find it so, in the end, we just re-sent everything to them and they confirmed that they received it.
72. MR STANTON:  When did you resend it, may I ask?
73. MS THOMAS:  We re-sent it just after the second visit in August.
74. MR STANTON:  Okay, and did you do a third visit?

75. MS THOMAS:  We didn’t, no.

76. MR STANTON:  Were you curious to know whether it worked in the end?
77. MS THOMAS:  I think because we had confirmation that they had received the documents and it had been signed for, and because we’d been there twice already and they were also directing people to another location, we didn’t re-send people.
78. MR STANTON:  Although I think the first time round they said they’d got it as well, didn’t they?  You got proof of delivery the first time as well, so that didn’t help.
79. MS THOMAS:  Yes, we did.
80. MR STANTON:  Okay, so they were sending people to Newton Heath, which is a bit of a way away, but as far as we know, we can’t be sure that, even after the second batch of stuff you sent, anyone would have been able to get them either because there wasn’t a third mystery shopper exercise.
81. MS THOMAS:  That’s true; we didn’t go back a third time, but there are other locations within the local authority area that had material displayed.
82. MR STANTON:  Okay, so in the sense you’ve made it available in the local authority area, that’s covered, as it were, but you were nevertheless putting on the list of places that you were saying had it available somewhere that we don’t know it ever was actually available if anyone had gone, I suppose.
83. MS THOMAS:  We had sent it there and had proof but we don’t know if – 
84. MR STANTON:  I understand that, but I suppose the purpose of a mystery shopper exercise is to verify the public experience of this and we never got a complete answer, I suppose, in that sense.  Okay.

85. Ché, is there anything else you’d like to ask?
86. MR DIAMOND:  Yes, can I just clarify what happened?  As I understand it, there were two visits by the mystery shopper: one on the 23rd and one on the 28th.  Am I right in thinking that on the 23rd the mystery shopper went there and the documents couldn’t be found but then they appear to have gone back on the 28th and the position hadn’t changed?  So was any action taken after the first visit?
87. MS THOMAS:  Yes, that’s a good point.  We did send an email to them to remind them of their requirements and obligations to make it available.
88. MR DIAMOND:  Yes, but when the mystery shopper went down on the 28th, they still couldn’t find it.  Was there any lag between the visit on the 28th and the mystery shopper reporting back to you that the documents still weren’t there, and then you re-sending the material?  Are you able to give us more precise timings on when you were informed that there was still a problem and when you were able to get the material out?  
89. MS THOMAS:  I think we would have got the report back approximately early August and then we re-sent the documents after that, which probably took about another two days.  So I would think, realistically, mid-August they would have had a new set of documents.
90. MR DIAMOND:  Mid-August, okay, so the mystery shopper doesn’t get back to you quick smart as it were.  There can be quite a lag.
91. MS THOMAS:  In some cases.  I think sometimes it depends on the location.  So, for example, if it was a local authority office or if there were no other locations within that local authority area that didn’t have the material, they would tell us instantly.  But because I think all the other locations within the area had material, they didn’t report this one back straight away.
92. MR DIAMOND:  Right, I see, thank you.  

93. MR STANTON:  Again, I suppose, the second batch of material was sent but that was after the 9 August petitioning closure time.
94. MS THOMAS:  It would have been, yes.

95. MR STANTON:  Yes, so that wouldn’t have helped from the point of view of anyone wanting to petition, although I suppose they might have had a case for a late petition if they’d wanted to put in a late petition.  Thank you.

96. So what’s the HS2 view on the purpose of the mystery shopper exercise really?

97.  MS THOMAS:  Our view is to give us that reassurance to know that – because obviously we know that all the material has been delivered, because we have the proof of delivery, but it is to make sure that the locations are making it available to people either on display or if it’s requested.  So it gives us that reassurance that people do have the material if they need it.

98. MR STANTON:  Right, but you don’t always act instantly on the reports of them, it sounds like, either.
99. MS THOMAS:  I think we sometimes – we prioritise severity and look at the location that is not displaying it.
100. MR STANTON:  Is the exercise flexible enough that, if you wanted to keep sending the mystery shopper back every week, you could do that?
101. MS THOMAS:  We could have made that decision.  We could do that, obviously at a cost.  We could do that.
102. MR STANTON:  So that’s possible, yes, okay.  It would be the cost and the time of the person involved, okay.  Right, is there anything else on 4 or 4A?  Okay, thank you.
103. I think with that we’ll move on to Standing Order 5, please, Mr Irving?

104. MR IRVING:  Mr O’Connor, do you prove that each notice contains the names of the districts and parishes in which any lands or works are or will be situated, in respect of which plans are required to be deposited, and other the information set out on page 3 of the proof?
105. MR O’CONNOR:  I do.

106. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with.

107. MR STANTON:  Thank you very much.  
108. MR IRVING:  Standing Order 6 is not applicable to the amendments to the Bill.  The same with Standing Order 7, Standing Order 8, Standing Order 9.
109. MR STANTON:  Shall we move to 10?  
110. MR IRVING:  I prove that the Bill as proposed to be amended is not promoted by a local or joint authority.  I also prove that the principal office of the Minister in charge of the Bill to which the amendments relate is situated in the London Borough of the City of Westminster.  
111. Mr White, do you prove that the newspaper notice marked severally 1 and 2, previously handed in, was duly published in the area of the said local authority once in each of two consecutive weeks, with an interval of not less than six clear days between the two publication dates?
112. MR WHITE:  I do.

113. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that the several newspaper notices are in the same terms?
114. MR WHITE:  I do.

115. MR IRVING:  Mr Panchmatia, do you prove that the amendments proposed to be made to the Bill relate to works which are to be, or lands which are situated in, the unitary districts of the borough of Cheshire East and the borough of Cheshire West and Chester?
116. MR PANCHMATIA:  I do.

117. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that the said local authority areas are the only ones in which any new works to which Standing Order 27 applies are to be constructed or in which any lands or rights to use lands are intended to be compulsorily acquired?
118. MR PANCHMATIA:  I do.

119. MR IRVING:  Mr White, do you prove that the newspaper notices marked severally 1 to 14, previously handed in, were duly published in the area of the said local authorities once in each of two consecutive weeks, with an interval of not less than six clear days between the two publication dates?
120. MR WHITE:  I do.

121. MR IRVING:  Do you also prove that the several newspaper notices are in the same terms?
122. MR WHITE:  I do.

123. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
124. MR STANTON:  Yes.  No question on that one so please continue.  Thank you.
125. MR IRVING:  Thank you.  Mr Aanensen, could you hand in the list marked A?
126. MR STANTON:  Okay, please continue.
127. MR IRVING:  Mr Aanensen, do you prove that the list marked A contains at least one place of public resort in each of the local authority areas in which the lands are or works will be situated?
128. MR AANENSEN:  I do.

129. MR IRVING:  Ms Thomas, do you prove that reasonable endeavours were made to ensure that copies of the newspaper notice were displayed at each place of public resort mentioned in the said list for two consecutive weeks?  

130. MS THOMAS:  I do.  

131. MR IRVING:  I consider this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
132. MR STANTON:  Thank you.  The proof talks about reasonable endeavours to ensure that copies of the newspaper notice are displayed at each place of public resort, which I think includes the Miles Platting Library and the Beswick Library as well.  Were there in either of those cases, or any of the other cases, anything that meant that you may not have been certain but you’ve nevertheless made reasonable endeavours to ensure the display of these things and was there any verification through your mystery shoppers, who were visiting for other purposes to at least some of these, about that?

133. MS THOMAS:  Yes, of course.  Our reasonable endeavours involved a number of steps.  Pre deposit of the material, we wrote to all of our deposit locations and reminded them, because many of them were locations from the Bill, of their requirements to display and make the material readily available.  With that, we had produced an easy to read A4 document that clearly and simply set out what they were required to do, and we also reminded them again in their cover letter that went with all of the documents that were delivered.  

134. Then, as we’ve discussed, post deposit we undertook our mystery shopper exercise and part of our instructions to the mystery shopper was to take a copy of the newspaper notice.  If they found at any of the locations that it wasn’t displayed, they could hand it to the location for them to put on display.  The majority of locations already had the notice on display.  There were a few where they didn’t but subsequently did when the mystery shopper handed them the newspaper notice.
135. With regard to the Miles Platting Community Library, even though we had given them the newspaper notice, we still classed that as them not having material available because they didn’t have any of the other additional provision documents, so it didn’t pass the mystery shopper test.

136.  MR STANTON:  Right, okay.  Do you know how many times they had to provide them with the notice for them to put up straight away because they didn’t have it already?  
137. MS THOMAS:  I don’t have the report with me so I don’t have the exact figures but I think it was approximately that there was about five locations that it wasn’t obviously displayed.
138. MR STANTON:  Right, okay, but as far as you know, in all those cases, just handing it to them and sticking it on the wall straight away was successful, was it?
139. MS THOMAS:  Yes.

140. MR STANTON:  Okay, and were the mystery shopper visits the same times as the mystery shopper exercises for the 4A purposes, do you know?
141. MS THOMAS:  Yes.

142. MR STANTON:  Yes, okay, the same visit.  Thank you very much.  Is there anything else you want to ask on that, Ché?
143. MR DIAMOND:  Just one thing.  Can I just quickly ask: the display of the newspaper notice – I assume that does mean sticking it up on the wall; it doesn’t just mean leaving the newspaper open at that page on a table somewhere?  
144. MS THOMAS:  Yes, it would be – so we provide them with a printed A4 copy of the notice and I think it varies from location to location.  Some locations have a noticeboard that it will be on display; sometimes it might just be on the desk where the other materials are.  So it does vary from location to location.
145. MR DIAMOND:  Thank you.  

146. MR STANTON:  Okay, thank you very much indeed, that’s helpful.  Shall we move to Standing Order 11, please?
147. MR IRVING:  Mr Aanensen, can you hand in the London Gazette of 6 July 2022?  Mr O’Connor, do you prove that such notice contains the information set out on pages 5 to 6 of the proof?
148. MR O’CONNOR:  I do.

149. MR IRVING:  I consider that this order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
150. MR STANTON:  No question on that, thank you very much indeed.  12?
151. MR IRVING:  Mr Zdrojewski, do you prove that, on 22 June 2022, application was made in writing to every authority having control of any street or road, the surface of which it is proposed to alter or disturb in the construction of the underground railway, for directions as to the manner in which the notice required by Standing Order 12 was to be posted?
152. MR ZDROJEWSKI:  I do.

153. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that the notice required by Standing Order 12 was kept posted in the places for the duration and in the manner specified on page 6 of the proof?
154. MR ZDROJEWSKI:  I do.

155. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that, no directions having been received from the relevant authority within the time limit, the notice required was posted in some conspicuous position in every street or road?
156. MR ZDROJEWSKI:  I do.

157. MR IRVING:  Mr Panchmatia, do you prove that the notice stated the place or places at which plans of the underground railway would be deposited for public inspection under Standing Orders 27 and 36 with local government offices for areas comprising the street or road or any part of it?
158. MR PANCHMATIA:  I do.

159. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all aspects, except as regards time.
160. MR STANTON:  Thank you.  When it says ‘posted in a conspicuous position in street or road’, I mean, can we imagine it’s plastic tagged on to a lamppost?  Is it that sort of thing?
161. MR ZDROJEWSKI:  In most cases, yes.  If there’s no street furniture or anything available, we do carry wooden sticks with us and we can place them to the ground.  We try to avoid – this was with the direction given to us by local authority from the hybrid Bill – they specifically directed us not to post any notices, for example, on the ‘give way’ sign, not to distract the drivers.  So we complied with that but, yes, generally on any street furniture.
162. MR STANTON:  Okay, thank you very much.  Thank you.  We can move on to the next one, thank you.
163. MR IRVING:  Mr Aanensen, could you hand in the list marked B?  
164. Mr Zdrojewski, do you prove that, on 7 July, the notice required by Standing Order 12A was displayed in a prominent position at each end of the part of the footpath or bridleway proposed to be stopped up or diverted except in those case listed in the list marked B, where the notifiable end was not reasonably accessible or its exact location was not readily visible?  In those cases, the notice required was kept posted in a prominent position in some other place where the notice was likely to come to the attention of persons seeking to use the footpath or bridleway.
165. MR ZDROJEWSKI:  I do.

166. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
167. MR STANTON:  So we’ve got these footpaths where it was not readily visible so, in all those cases, you’ve put it somewhere nearby.  What was the furthest away that it had to be in any of these cases?  Do you know? 
168. MR ZDROJEWSKI:  I don’t necessarily know that answer, but I think it had always been in the closest proximity where it’s actually visible and where it’s actual physically accessible, and there’s always clear indication on the notice itself as to which of the paths it relates to so it made that clear, even though it wasn’t in a notifiable end.
169. MR STANTON:  Right, thank you, we can move to the next one, Standing Order 13.
170. MR IRVING:  Mr Aanensen, could you hand in the lists marked severally C1, C2 and C3?  
171. MR STANTON:  Thank you.  Okay, so this is the three groups of – whether by Royal Mail, delivered by hand or international track and signed for are the three sets, thank you.  So, please start.

172. MR IRVING:  Mr Zdrojewski, do you prove that on 7 July 2022, as regards the lists marked C1, C2 and C3, you gave notice in writing in a form following that set out in Appendix A of the Standing Orders or as closely as possible to the parties mentioned in such lists in accordance with Standing Orders 22 and 24?
173. MR ZDROJEWSKI:  I do.

174. MR IRVING:  Do you also prove that, in the case of the notices forwarded by post, such notices were posted on 7 July and that five of such notices were returned by the Post Office as undelivered?
175. MR ZDROJEWSKI:  I do.

176. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that the lists marked C1, C2 and C3 contained the names of the persons specified on page 7 of the proof?
177. MR ZDROJEWSKI:  I do.

178. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
179. MR STANTON:  Thank you.  So the two hand deliveries and the one international track and signed for – there were no problems with those.  So we’re just thinking about the Royal Mail ones and you had five of those.  It seems to me from the Appendix B that you’ve given us that they’ve all been resolved in different ways: one was hand delivered; one party no longer has an interest; one was re-served special delivery signed for at a different address; and two more returned – one was hand delivered and one was re-served the next day, special delivery, at a revised address.  So they all seemed to be resolved satisfactorily in your opinion as well.

180. MR ZDROJEWSKI:  That’s right, and I think it’s worth noting that, out of the five returned, only four needed to be re-served.  The reason for that was that one of the parties, unfortunately the individual has passed away recently.  This was a house which was jointly owned by a husband and wife so we would have served two notices; one would have been returned to us telling us that that party has passed away and there’s no need to do anything because the other party already had SO13.
181. MR STANTON:  I see, thank you.  We’re happy to continue to the next Standing Order, thank you.
182. MR IRVING:  Standing Order 14, this Standing Order is not applicable to the amendment to the Bill.  The same applies to Standing Order 15, Standing Order 16, Standing Order 17, Standing Order 18, Standing Order 19, Standing Order 19A, Standing Order 19B, Standing Order 20, Standing Order 21, and compliance with Standing Orders 22, 23 and 24 does not need to be separately proved.  Standing Order 25 is not applicable to the amendments to the Bill.  The same applies to Standing Order 25A and Standing Order 26 does not have to be separately proved.

183. MR STANTON:  So 27.  

184. MR IRVING:  Ms Thomas, do you prove that between 6 and 12 July 2022 you deposited in accordance with Standing Order 27 the documents listed at (a) to (d) on page 12 of the proof?
185. MS THOMAS:  I do.  

186. MR IRVING:  Yes, okay, with the proper officers of the councils specified on page 13.  Do you prove that any deposit was accompanied by a schedule of documents, listing the documents so deposited?
187. MS THOMAS:  I do.  

188. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that the said proper officers are the proper officers of the unitary districts in which it is proposed to authorise the construction of works to which Standing Order 27 applies or compulsorily to acquire any lands or buildings or rights to use any lands or buildings?
189. MS THOMAS:  I do.  

190. MR IRVING:  I think the wording of the proof refers to imposing improvement charges on lands or buildings but that is not actually relevant in this case.  

191. Ms Thomas, do you prove that on 6 July you deposited as required by Standing Order 27(9) of the House of Lords and Standing Order 27(6) of the House of Commons, and in accordance with Standing Order 26, a copy of each plan, section, book of reference and ordnance map in the office of the Clerk of the Parliaments, in the Private Office of the House of Commons, and between 6 and 8 July at the relevant government departments and public bodies specified in the list kept under Standing Order 1A?

192. MS THOMAS:  I do.  

193. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that the ordnance maps deposited under the Standing Order are on the scale of 1-50,000 with the line of the railway delineated on them so as to show its general course or direction?
194. MS THOMAS:  I do.  

195. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
196. MR STANTON:  Thank you, we can move to the next one, thank you, 27A.  

197. MR IRVING:  Ms Thomas, in respect of the deposits, and Mr Miller, in respect of the content of the supplementary environmental information, do you prove that, on 6 July in Parliament and between 6 and 8 July at government departments, you made the deposits specified on page 13 of the proof?
198. MS THOMAS:  I do.  

199. MR IRVING:  I should have said ‘and government departments or public bodies’.  Mr Miller, do you prove that the supplementary environmental information deposited is prepared by persons who have sufficient expertise to ensure the completeness and quality of the information?
200. MR MILLER:  I do.  

201. MR IRVING:  And that it takes into account the matters referred to in regulation 18(4)(c) of the EIA regulations?
202. MR MILLER:  I do.  

203. MR IRVING:  Ms Thomas, do you prove that the supplementary environmental statement deposited and the separate non-technical summary also deposited were made available for inspection and for sale at a reasonable price at the offices referred to in Standing Order 27A(7) of the House of Lords and Standing Order 27A(8) of the House of Commons?
204. MS THOMAS:  I do.  

205. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
206. MR STANTON:  Thank you.  Can you just, for the record, tell us who the people were who prepared the supplementary environmental information?
207. MR MILLER:  Yes, there was a range of environmental consultants, including organisations like Arup, Mott MacDonald and WSP managing the process.  The competency of individuals capable of carrying out such assessments is set out in a competency statement which accompanies the supplementary environmental statement and the additional provision environmental statement.  That sets out their qualifications against the topics that were studied and assessed, and that was published alongside those environmental assessment documents, I believe, on 6 July on the Government UK website.
208. MR STANTON:  Thank you.  You’ve had a question a bit like this before: the material available for sale at a reasonable price.  I think you already told us it’s £3.50 for the non-technical summary.  How much is the full environmental statement available for?
209. MS THOMAS:  If you wanted everything, you could have the USB stick and the USB stick with all the documents on is £25.  Otherwise, each individual document is individually priced so you’d have to – I don’t have the total price of all of the documents and you can find it on the website as well, the prices.
210. MR STANTON:  Right, yes, it’s all online.  The USB stick was, did you say, £25?
211. MS THOMAS:  £25.
212. MR STANTON:  £25 for that.  How many printed documents would you need for the full set, may I ask?  
213. MS THOMAS:  For the additional provision, I think it came to around 150 documents in total.  
214. MR STANTON:  150 documents in this, right, okay.  But if somebody did insist on a full set of the printed one, we don’t know how much it would be but the price would be related to the cost of production in the same way.
215. MS THOMAS:  Absolutely.
216. MR STANTON:  Okay.  So you’re not trying to make money out of this particularly.  
217. MS THOMAS:  It’s purely the production costs.

218. MR STANTON:  You’re just trying to cover the cost of providing it in the first place, okay.  Ché, is there anything you’d like to ask?

219. MR DIAMOND:  Nothing from me.  
220.  MR STANTON:  Thank you and, in that case, we can move on to the next – Standing Order 28 has been repealed so I think 29, but it’s one of a number that doesn’t apply, we understand.
221. MR IRVING:  That Standing Order is not applicable to the amendments to the Bill.  The same applies to Standing Order 30, Standing Order 30A, Standing Order 31, Standing Order 32, Standing Order 33 and Standing Order 34.

222. MR STANTON:  We do have a proof on that one, I think, don’t we?
223. MR IRVING:  Sorry, yes, Standing Order 34.  Ms Thomas, do you prove that, between 6 and 8 July 2022, you deposited in accordance with Standing Order 26 a copy of the deposited plan, section, if any, and book of reference together with a copy of any ordnance map marked in accordance with Standing Order 34B at the departments and other public bodies specified on page 16 of the proof?
224. MS THOMAS:  I do.

225. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
226. MR STANTON:  You got confirmation from those organisations that they got it safely, did you?
227. MS THOMAS:  Yes, we had proof of delivery.

228. MR STANTON:  Proof of delivery in each case.  Thank you very much.  Ché, anything?  Nothing more on that one, we can continue, thanks.
229. MR IRVING:  Standing Order 35 is not applicable to the amendments to the Bill.  Standing Order 36, Mr Aanensen, could you hand in the list marked D?  Ms Thomas, do you prove that between 6 and 12 July you deposited in accordance with Standing Order 26 a copy of so much of the deposited plan, section and book of reference as relates to their respective local government areas with the respective officers mentioned in the list marked D?
230. MS THOMAS:  I do.

231. MR IRVING:  Do you also prove that the said list marked D identifies the officer of each local authority in Standing Order 36(1)A and confirms that those local authorities are the only such authorities to which the plan, section or book of reference relates? 

232. MS THOMAS:  I do.

233. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
234. MR STANTON:  Once again, you got confirmation of receipt from the –  
235. MS THOMAS:  Yes, we have proof of delivery from all of the locations.
236. MR STANTON:  All of them, okay, thank you very much.  No other question on that one, thank you very much.  So we can move on.
237. MR IRVING:  Standing Order 37 is not applicable to the amendments to the Bill.  The same applies to Standing Order 38.  Standing Order 39, Ms Thomas, do you prove that between 6 and 8 July 2022 you deposited, as specified in the appropriate list kept under Standing Order 1A and in accordance with Standing Order 26, copies of the amendments to the Bill?

238. MS THOMAS:  I do.

239. MR IRVING:  And I prove that those deposits are the only deposits required to be made under Standing Order 39.  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
240. MR STANTON:  You can probably guess what I’m going to ask: they all confirmed receipt.  
241. MS THOMAS:  Yes, I have proof of delivery.
242. MR STANTON:  Thank you very much indeed.  Anything else?  Thank you, 40 is repealed, so on we go.  
243. MR IRVING:  41, Ms Thomas, do you prove that on 7 July you delivered in accordance with Standing Order 26 a copy of the amendments to the Bill at the office of each of the highway authorities specified on page 17 of the proof?
244. MS THOMAS:  I do.

245. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that the said highway authorities are the only recipients specified in Standing Order 1A? 
246. MS THOMAS:  I do.

247. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
248. MR STANTON:  Thank you, and they all gave you confirmation of receipt, did they?  
249. MS THOMAS:  That’s correct; we have a proof of delivery from them all.
250. MR STANTON:  Thank you very much.  No other questions so we’ve got to 42, 43, 44.  
251. MR IRVING:  Standing Order 42 is not applicable to the amendments to the Bill.  The same applies to Standing Order 43, Standing Order 44.  

252. Standing Order 45, Mr Aanensen, in respect of deposits in Parliament, and, Ms Thomas, in respect of deposits at all government departments and public bodies, do you prove that, on 6 July 2022 in Parliament and between 6 and 8 July at government departments and public bodies, you severally deposited in accordance with the Standing Order 2A(1) of the House of Lords and Standing Order 2A(9) of the House of Commons, in the office of the Clerk of Parliaments and in the Private Bill Office and the Vote Office of the House of Commons, and in accordance with Standing Order 26 at the public bodies listed on page 15 of the proof, an estimate of expense and any copy of it required by Standing Order 45?

253. MR AANENSEN:  I do.

254. MS THOMAS:  I do.  

255. MR IRVING:  Ms Thomas, do you prove that the estimate of expense is prepared in the form set out in Appendix B to the Standing Orders or as near to it as circumstances permit?
256. MS THOMAS:  I do.

257. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that the estimate was made by Mark Thurston, chief executive of HS2 Ltd and is signed by him?  
258. MS THOMAS:  I do.

259. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
260. MR STANTON:  Thank you.  Yes, so the estimate of expense is about £231 million, just a little over.  Does that take any account of any possible savings compared with the original scheme or it’s purely –
261. MS THOMAS:  It purely contains costs for the additional powers taken, so it doesn’t represent any savings for removal of powers.
262. MR IRVING:  We take the view that the estimate of expense has to identify the cost of the additional provision itself.
263. MR STANTON:  Yes, it’s purely free-standing.  Thank you very much indeed.  No other questions? 
264. MR DIAMOND:  No.

265. MR STANTON:  No other questions, thank you very much.  46 is repealed.

266. MR IRVING:  47, Mr Panchmatia, do you prove that you prepared a statement in accordance with the requirements of Standing Order 47 in respect of any area in which that order applies, in which it is proposed to authorise the acquisition, compulsorily or by agreement, of any specified land on which houses are standing and that the statement shows the name of that area, the total number of those houses in that area and the total number, so far as can be ascertained, of persons residing in them?  
267. MR PANCHMATIA:  I do.  

268. MR IRVING:  Ms Thomas, do you prove that on 6 July 2022 you deposited in the office of the Clerk of Parliaments and in the Private Bill Office of the House of Commons a copy of the statement?
269. MS THOMAS:  I do.  

270. MR IRVING:  I prove that the amendments to the Bill do not confer, revive or extend the time limit for the exercise of any power to acquire, compulsorily or by agreement, in any area to which Standing Order 47 applies, any specified land on which houses are standing.

271. I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with in all respects, except as regards time.
272. MR STANTON:  Thank you, we can move to 48.  

273. MR IRVING:  Ms Thomas, do you prove that every deposited plan is drawn to a scale of not less than 1-15,000 and describes the lands which, or rights to use which, may be compulsorily acquired or which are rendered liable to the imposition of an improvement charge and describes the line or situation of the whole of the work and the lands in or through which it is to be constructed or altered, or through which any communication to or from the work may be made?
274. MS THOMAS:  I do.

275. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that there is no alternative line or work laid down on the plan?

276. MS THOMAS:  I do.

277. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that the limits of lateral deviation from the line of the proposed work are defined upon the plan and all lands included within those limits are marked on it?
278. MS THOMAS:  I do.

279. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that, where a viaduct or tunnelling is intended, the tunnel or viaduct is marked on the plan, in the case of a tunnel by a dotted line?
280. MS THOMAS:  I do.

281. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that, where under any Standing Order the length is required to be stated on the deposited plan, it is stated in kilometres and metres?
282. MS THOMAS:  I do.

283. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with.

284. MR STANTON:  No questions on that one, thank you very much.

285. MR IRVING:  Standing Order 49 is not applicable to the amendments to the Bill.  Standing Order 50, Ms Thomas, do you prove that the plan has marked on it the distances in kilometres from one of the termini?
286. MS THOMAS:  I do.

287. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with.

288. MR STANTON:  No questions, thank you.
289. MR IRVING:  Standing Order 51, Ms Thomas, do you prove that where it is proposed to divert, widen or narrow any public carriage road, navigable river, canal, railway or tramroad, the course of the diversion and the extent of the widening or narrowing is marked upon the plan, and where it is intended to divert any public footpath or bridleway, the course of the diversion is marked upon the plan, and where it is intended to apply for powers to make any lateral deviation from the course of the proposed diversion of any public footpath or bridleway, the limits of such deviation are defined upon the plan?
290. MS THOMAS:  I do.

291. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with.

292. MR STANTON:  Thank you.

293. MR IRVING:  Standing Order 52 is not applicable to the amendments of the Bill, nor is Standing Order 53.  Standing Order 54, Mr Panchmatia, do you prove that the deposited book of reference is in the same terms and contains the names of all the owners or reputed owners, lessees or reputed lessees, and occupiers of all lands and houses which, or rights to use which, may be compulsorily acquired or which are rendered liable to the imposition of an improvement charge, except those owners or lessees whose identity could not, after reasonably inquiry, be ascertained and describes such lands and houses respectively?
294. MR PANCHMATIA:  I do.

295. MR IRVING:  We have a note.

296. MR STANTON:  Yes, that’s right, and for the record, you had 18 unknown entries, four of which are mines and minerals, and that resulted in eight instances of you putting up site notices near the land in question because sometimes the plots were together, which is why it’s fewer than the number of unknown entries, you say.  But you say that none of those notices led to freeholder lessees or occupiers of the land claiming an interest and that’s still the case, is it?  They’re still, I suppose, unresolved, some of these ones.  

297. MR PANCHMATIA:  It is, indeed.

298. MR STANTON:  Are you going to take any further steps?

299. MR PANCHMATIA:  We’ll carry on with our reasonable enquiries and those locations where any reputed owners do come through to us, we would then serve them a notice retrospectively.  

300. MR STANTON:  Okay.  Right, and I suppose, if nothing else, they could petition in the House of Lords if they came to your attention now. Ché, is there anything you want to ask?

301. MR DIAMOND:  No, thank you.  

302. MR STANTON:  Okay, thank you, we can move on to the next one.

303. MR IRVING:  I’d better just say that I consider that this Standing Order is fully complied with.

304.  Standing Order 55, do you prove that every deposited section is drawn to the same horizontal scale as the plan to which it relates and to a vertical scale of not less than 1-1,250 and shows the surface of the ground marked on the plan, the intended level of the proposed work, the height of every embankment, the depth of every cutting and a datum horizontal line by reference to Ordnance Survey or chart datum?  

305. MS THOMAS:  I do.

306. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that the datum line is the same throughout the whole length of the work and any branch of it?  
307. MS THOMAS:  I do.

308. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that, where tunnelling or a viaduct is intended, it is marked on the section?  
309. MS THOMAS:  I do.

310. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that wherever the extreme height of any embankment or the extreme depth of any cutting exceeds 1.5 metres, the extreme height over or depth under the surface of the ground is marked in figures upon the section, and where any bridge or viaduct of more than three arches intervenes in any embankment, or where any tunnel intervenes in any cutting, the extreme height or depth is marked in figures on each of the parts into which the embankment or cutting is divided by the bridge, viaduct or tunnel?
311. MS THOMAS:  I do.

312. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with.

313. MR STANTON:  No question from us.

314. MR IRVING:  Standing Order 56 is not applicable to the amendments to the Bill.  

315. Standing Order 57, Ms Thomas, do you prove that the line of railway or tramroad marked on the section corresponds with the upper surface of the rails?
316. MS THOMAS:  I do.

317. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that the distances on the datum line are marked to correspond with those on the deposited plan, a vertical measure from the datum line to the line of the railway or tramroad is marked in metres or parts of a metre at the commencement and termination of the railway or tramroad, and at each end of a section of railway or tramroad with a constant gradient, that gradient is also marked?  

318. MS THOMAS:  I do.

319. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that, wherever the line of the railway or tramroad is intended to cross any waterway or, otherwise than on the level, any public carriage road, railway or tramroad, the height of the intended railway or tramroad over, or the depth under, the surface of the waterway, road, railway or tramroad, and the height and span of each arch of any bridge and viaduct by which the railway or tramroad will be carried over the waterway, road, railway or tramroad, are marked in figures at every crossing and where the railway or tramroad will be carried across any such public carriage road, railway or tramroad on the level, the crossing is so described on the section?  

320. MS THOMAS:  I do.

321. MR IRVING:  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with.

322. MR STANTON:  Okay, we’re happy not to have any questions on that so we can move on.
323. MR IRVING:  Standing Order 58 is not applicable to the amendments to the Bill.  Standing Order 59 is not applicable to the amendments to the Bill.

324. Standing Order 83A in the House of Lords and 224A in the House of Commons, Mr O’Connor, do you prove that each notice published under Standing Order 10 states that any person who wishes to make comments on the supplementary environmental information should send them to the Secretary of State for Transport, that they should be received on or before 11.45 p.m. on Thursday 1 September 2022 and should be made in the manner set out on page 23 of the proof?

325. MR O’CONNOR:  I do.

326. MR IRVING:  Do you prove that Thursday 1 September 2022 falls no earlier than the 42nd day after the first publication of the notice?
327. MR O’CONNOR:  I do.

328. MR IRVING:  I prove that the supplementary environmental information is prefaced with a statement that the information is being deposited as supplementary environmental information under this order.  I consider that this Standing Order has been complied with.

329. MR STANTON:  No questions on that Standing Order either.  Thank you, Mr Irving, and everyone who’s contributed.  We are now going to have a short time of deliberation in private.  So can I ask people to leave the room but not to go too far because we will ask you back into the room when we’re finished and tell you our conclusions?  Thank you very much.  We’ll see you quite soon and we’ll move into private session for the moment, thank you.

Hearing suspended.
On resuming –
330. MR STANTON:  Welcome back.  We are resuming in order to announce the conclusions of our deliberation.
331.   So we can confirm that we have concluded that the following Standing Orders that are applicable have not been complied with for reasons of time, and those are: 4, 4A, 10, 10A, 11, 12, 12A, 13, 27, 27A, 34, 36, 39, 41, 45 and 47.

332. In addition, we have found a non-compliance with Standing Order 4, on the grounds that the notice stated that the amendments and the Bill could be inspected and obtained at places where it was not possible for that to be done and those are in respect of the Miles Platting Community Library, where it was not clear it was ever possible for the materials to be obtained, and the Beswick Library, where for an extended period at least it was not possible for those materials to be obtained.
333. We shall report to the Houses accordingly and the Standing Orders Committees of the two Houses will meet in due course to consider our report. 

334. That concludes this meeting of the Examiners today and we thank you all very much for attending.  
PAGE  
3

